


54, Memorandum of Conversation/1/ 


Washington, September 25, 1964, 1-3:30 p.m. 


/1/Source: Johnson Library, National Security File, Country File, USSR, Dobrynin 
Conversations, 11/63-4/68, Vol. I. Secret. 


Memorandum of conversation with Ambassador Dobrynin, Friday, September 25, 1964, 
1:00-3:30 p.m. 


I had a long and cordial lunch with Ambassador Dobrynin in which we touched lightly on a 
large number of topics of only casual interest. The points of principal importance are as 
follows: 


[Here follows discussion not related to China.] 


3. My own principal effort was to direct the Ambassador's attention to the problem of 
Communist Chinese nuclear weapons. I made it very plain that in our judgment the Chinese 
nuclear weapons would be real dissemination, while the MLF was nothing of the sort. I also 
made it plain that we would be ready for private and serious talk on what to do about this 
problem if there were any interest in the Soviet Government. The Ambassador gave no 
direct reply, but he gave me clearly to understand that in the thinking of the Soviet 
Government the Chinese nuclear capability was already, in effect, taken for granted. He 
argued that Chinese nuclear weapons had no importance against the Soviet Union or against 
the U.S., and that therefore they had only a psychological impact in Asia, and he implied 
that this impact had no importance for his government. 


4, On China in general, the Ambassador admitted and indeed emphasized the depth and 
strength of the existing split between Moscow and Peking, but he took the view that the 
primary cause of this split was the personal megalomania of Mao. He said that Stalin at his 
worst had never insisted upon the kind of personal worship which was now accorded to 
Mao. He said that while in the Soviet Union younger men (like himself) were coming into 
positions of responsibility, and were able to argue openly and honestly with Khrushchev, in 
Communist China the older generation and, above all, Mao himself, were still in full charge 
and were inaccessible to reasonable argument. He told me at some length of the dismal 
experience of Soviet advisers trying to warn against the technological nonsense of the Great 
Leap Forward. But he asserted calmly, but strongly, his conviction that in the long run there 
would be a restoration of harmony between the two countries. And at one point, in 
discussion of our American differences with Communist China, he gently remarked on the 
continued existence of the treaty between the USSR and the ChiComs. 


[Here follows discussion of an unrelated subject.] 


McG. B. 


55. Memorandum for the Record/1/ 


Washington, October 5, 1964. 





/1/Source: Central Intelligence Agency, DCI (McCone) Files: Job 80-B01285A, DCI Migs 
with the Pres, May-Oct 1964. Secret; Eyes Only. Drafted by McCone on October 7. 


SUBJECT 
Discussion with the President, Secretary Rusk, Secretary McNamara and Mr. McGeorge 
Bundy--Monday, 5 October--4:45 p.m. 


[Here follows discussion of unrelated matters. ] 


3. The Takhli-Lop Nor flights were discussed. I presented KH-4 photography and stated 
that U-2 photography would give us more precise information on the final stages of 
construction at Lop Nor from which we might estimate the probable time of a nuclear 
detonation. I said that unless information concerning the time of a detonation was of 
significant importance to the President and Secretary Rusk, I could not recommend the 
flight, pointing out it was a deep penetration extending the U-2 to the full limit of its range 
during which time no other important targets would be traversed. Secretary Rusk opposes 
the flight on the grounds the information is not of significant importance to him and the 
flight carried us over Burma and India which was undesirable./2/ 


/2/CIA telegram ADIC 5332 to Taipei, October 8, stated that the primary reason for 
cancelling the Lop Nor mission was the risk of an incident in the month preceding the 
presidential election. In addition, information obtained from a satellite and a September 29 
statement by Rusk that a Chinese nuclear explosion might be imminent had both tended to 
diminish the importance of the mission. (Ibid., Job 80-B01676R, DDCI Trip to the Far East, 
17-31 October 1964) 


4. I then said that the units were deployed [Jess than 1 line of source text not declassified] 
and suggested we fly some southern China missions covering critical targets. This was 
agreed. 


Action: Mr. Bundy asked that we present flight plans and other information through the 
usual Special Group (303) channel, which I agreed to do promptly. 


56. Memorandum From the Assistant Director for Scientific Intelligence of the Central 
Intelligence Agency (Chamberlain) to the Deputy Director of Central Intelligence 
(Carter)/1/ 


Washington, October 15, 1964. 


/1/Source: Central Intelligence Agency, DCI (McCone) Files: Job 80-B01676R, DDCI Trip 
to the Far East, 17-31 October 1964. Top Secret. Concurred in by the Deputy Director for 
Science and Technology, with the notation that a memorandum to holders of the estimate 
was planned for the following week. A paper entitled "Indications Relating to a Chinese 
Communist Nuclear Test in the Near Future,” neither signed nor dated, is attached to the 
source text, along with a second memorandum of October 15 from Chamberlain to Carter 
entitled "The Chinese Atomic Energy Program." 


SUBJECT 





